

 SUPERIOR COURT OF WASHINGTON FOR KING COUNTY

	In re 
,

Petitioner,

and

, 

                                           Respondent.


	NO. ____________
AGREED ORDER AUTHORIZING ARBITRATION UNDER RCW 26.14.110



Whereas:  the parties hereto wish to resolve their dispute through arbitration.  Pursuant to RCW 26.14.110,

(1) For the purposes of this section, "protection order" means an injunction or other order, issued under the domestic violence, family violence, or stalking laws of the issuing jurisdiction, to prevent an individual from engaging in a violent or threatening act against, harassment of, contact or communication with, or being in physical proximity to another individual who is a party or a child under the custodial responsibility of a party. 
(2) If a party is subject to a protection order or has been convicted of a domestic violence offense, including child abuse, or if an arbitrator determines there is a reasonable basis to believe a party's safety or ability to participate effectively in arbitration is at risk, the arbitrator shall stay the arbitration and refer the parties to court. The arbitration may not proceed unless the party at risk affirms the arbitration agreement in a record and the court determines:
(a) The affirmation is informed and voluntary;

(b) Arbitration is not inconsistent with the protection order; and

(c) Reasonable procedures are in place to protect the party from risk of harm, harassment, or intimidation.

In this case, the parties wish to resolve their dispute through arbitration, and 
[ ] a “protection order” as defined above has been entered, and is attached hereto, or

[ ] a party has been convicted of a domestic violence offense, including child abuse, or

[ ] the arbitrator has determined there is a reasonable basis to believe a party's safety or ability to participate effectively in arbitration is at risk.  
The parties wish to resolve their dispute via arbitration in order to reduce costs, in order to enjoy a faster and more final resolution to their case than would otherwise occur through litigation, to protect their privacy, and to give them greater control over their process.

The parties are each represented by the attorneys signing below.  Each party has been fully informed of their options, including any right to decline arbitration and proceed to court, and each party voluntarily agrees to submit their dispute to arbitration.  The parties’ signatures below constitute affirmation of the arbitration agreement in a record.

In arbitration, reasonable procedures shall be established to protect the “party at risk” from risk of harm, harassment, or intimidation.  The arbitrator meets the qualifications of RCW 26.14.070 and has served as a pro tem family law commissioner since 2003.  The arbitrator is familiar with procedures for protecting at risk parties while preserving the integrity and fairness of the arbitration process.  Such procedures may include, as appropriate, limiting a party’s ability to engage in abusive litigation, putting reasonable limits on discovery under RCW 26.14.120, conducting hearings and taking testimony via Zoom, limiting evidence to that which is relevant to the dispute to be resolved, referring the parties to court for additional protections where necessary, and staying the arbitration process under RCW 26.14.110(2).
The parties have approved an Arbitration Agreement under RCW 26.14.040.  That Agreement is attached hereto.

Agreed Order
The parties shall proceed with Arbitration pursuant to the attached Arbitration Agreement.


DATED:  __________________________.


JUDGE/COMMISSIONER

Agreed to and Approved for Entry by the Court:
PETITIONER


Date


RESPONDENT

Date
PETITIONER’S ATTORNEY Date


RESPONDENT’S ATTORNEY Date
MICHAEL W. LOUDEN Date
Arbitrator
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